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20 May 1819- 




(Ireland.) 

A 



BILL 

For the better Collection of Church Rates ; and for the 
Amendment of the Laws respecting proceedings before 
Magistrates for the Recovery of Tythes, in Ireland. 



Note. — The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios in 
the written Copy. 
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'TJUfT^S ^ ^ 3 & in and by a certain Act of Parliament, made in p rea mble. 

Ireland in the seventeenth and eighteenth years of the reign 
of his late Majesty King Charles the Second, intituled, “ An Act for 
M the provision of Ministers in Cities and Corporate Towns, and 
“ making the Church of Saint Andrews, in the suburbs of the City 
“ of Dublin, presentative for ever,” it is amongst other things enacted. 

That it shall and may be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant or other 
Chief Governor or Governors, and Six or more of the Privj' Council 
of Ireland to allot, ascertain, set forth and charge, or cause to be 
allotted, ascertained, set forth and charged, any sum or sums of 
money to be paid unto the several and respective Incumbents and 
their respective successors within the City and suburbs of Dublin 
and liberties thereunto adjoining, and other Cities and Towns Cor- 
porate, who have actual cure of souls in each parish respectively, out 
of each house and houses belonging to the said parish, in manner and 
at the times in that Act mentioned and set forth, and that the sum so 
allotted or charged upon each Inhabitant, shall be received by the 
Churchwardens respectively, and by them be paid to the respective 
Incumbents and their successors, by four equal portions in the year; 
aqd that in case any Inhabitant shall on demand by the Church- 
wardens of the respective Parishes refuse or delay to pay such sum or 
sums of money as shall be so allotted or charged upon the house 
wherein he dwelleth, as in the said Act last-mentioned is set forth, it 
shall and may be lawful for the said Churchwardens of each Parish to 
enter into the said house, and distrain on the several and respective 
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Persons so in arrearfor the same, and the distress and distresses tocarry 
away and sell, to pay to the Incumbent such money as shall be due 
to him, and to deliver the remainder to such Inhabitant : And whereas 3 
it has frequently happened that Churchwardens, by reason of their 
having no funds in their hands to defray the costs and charges of 
making and maintaining of such distresses, or from negligence or 
other causes, have neglected or omitted to proceed for the recovery 
of the sums so charged and allotted for the maintenance of the Incum- 
bents, to the great impoverishment and prejudice of such Incumbents: 
And whereas it would tend to the benefit of the said Incumbents to 
extend and transfer the powers in and by the said last-mentioned 
Act of Parliament granted to and vested in the said Churchwardens 
for recovery of such sums, to the Incumbents of parishes and their 
successors: And whereas it is by the said last-mentioned Act of 
Parliament also enacted, that the Churchwardens of the said Parish 
of Saint Andrews and their successors, shall be and are thereby em- 
powered to rate and assess the several houses within the said Parish of 
Saint Andrews, in such manner as they should think fit, with the con- 4 
sent of the Inhabitants or the major part of them, at such meetings 
as shall be appointed for that purpose, for and towards the building of 
the Church, and for the relief of the poor and other pious uses, as shall 
be thought necessary by the Inhabitants of tire said Parish, or the 
major part of them: And whereas the said last-mentioned powers so 
vested in the Churchwardens and Parishioners of the said Parish of 
Saint Andrews, have proved beneficial within the said Parish of Saint 
Andrews, and ought in part be extended to other Parishes ; 
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Be it CnacrttS, by the KING'S Most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the Advice and Consent of the lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the Authority of the same, THAT all and every the provisions in the 
said last-mentioned Act contained, so far as they respect and relate 
to the receipt and collection and recovery of the sum and sums so 
charged and ascertained and allotted as aforesaid, by the Church- 
wardens of the said respective Parishes, as for the maintenance of the 
said respective Incumbents and their successors, shall be and are 
hereby Repealed ; and that the -sum and sums allotted and charged 
and ascertained, and to be allotted charged and ascertained, by force 
and virtue of the said in part recited Act, upon each Inhabitant, shall 
be received and collected by the respective Incumbents of the said 
respective Parishes, and their successors respectively, or by such 
Person or Persons as he or they shall appoint, as hereafter is mentioned, 
y eqna! portions, on the days and times in the 

said in part recited Act set forth, and shall be paid to such Incum- 
bents and their successors respectively, by the Inhabitants or respec- 
tive Inhabitants of the said respective Parishes, in the manner and at 
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the respective times in and by the said last-mentioned Act directed ; 

6 and in case any Inhabitant shall, upon demand made by or on behalf 
of such Incumbent of such Parish or his successors, refuse Or delay, 
for or by the space of days, to pay any such sum 

or sums of money as shall be so allotted or charged upon the house 
wherein he dwelleth, as in the said Act mentioned, it shall and may 
be lawful to and for the respective Incumbents of every such Parish, 
or such person or persons as he or they shall in writing appoint, to 
enter into such house and houses respectively, and distrain on the 
several and respective persons so in arrear for the same, and the 
distress and distresses there found to carry away impound and sell 
and dispose of, to pay to such Incumbent such money as shall be so 
due to him, and to deliver the remainder and overplus of the produce 
of such sales respectively, to such Inhabitant or Inhabitants, first 
deducting the necessary costs and charges of making detaining and 
' j disposing of such distress ajid distresses respectively. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the 

it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
Churchwardens for the time being of the several Parishes or Unions in 
that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, and their successors 
Churchwardens, and he and -they are hereby empowered, by and with 
the consent and approbation of the Inhabitants of such respective 
Parishes or Unions, or the major part of them in vestry .assembled for 
that purpose, to rate and assess the several Inhabitants or Owners or 
•Occupiers of houses, lands, tenements and premises within such 
respective Parishes or Unions, as the case may be, as they shall think 
fit, for and towards the charges and expenses of building, rebuilding 
and keeping in repair their respective Churches and Chapels, and pro? 
viding and paying the salaries and allowances of parish and vestry 
clerks and sextons, and other officers and servants in and of such 
8 Parishes respectively commonly employed and retained, and providing 
all things necessary and proper, and defraying all other necessary 
charges and expenses for and attendant on the decent, proper and 
commodious celebration of divine service, and also for the reasonable 
expenses of collecting the said Church Rates and parish Cesses, and 
for other pious uses within their respective Parishes, as shall be thought 
proper and necessary by the Inhabitants of such Parish or Union, or 
the major part of them so assembled as aforesaid. 

AND whereas in and by an Act of Parliament passed in the Fifty- Recovery of 
fourth year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act ChutchRates - 
“ for the better regulation of Ecclesiastical Courts in Ireland, and for 
“ the more easy recovery of Church Rates andTythes,” it is amongst 
other things enacted, That from and after the passing of the said Act, 
if any one duly rated to a Church or Parish Cess, the validity whereof 
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has not been questioned in any Ecclesiastical Court, shall refuse or 
neglect to pay the same sum at which he is so rated, it shall and may 
be lawful for any one J ustice of the Peace of the County, County of a 
City or Town Corporate, where the Church is situated, in respect 
whereof such Rate or Parish Cess shall have been made, upon com- 
plaint of any Churchwarden or Churchwardens who ought to receive 
and collect the same, to examine, in manner therein mentioned, 
into the merits of said complaint, and to make such order for 
payment of what is due and payable in respect of such Rate or Cess, 
and to levy same, as in the said last-mentioned Act is mentioned ; 
provided that if the validity of such Rate or Cess, or the liability of 
the persons from whom it is demanded to pay the same be disputed, 
and the party disputing give notice thereof to the Justices, the 
Justices shall forbear giving judgment thereupon : And whereas 
the said last mentioned Proviso has been found to militate against 
and in a great measure to defeat the intent and purpose of the 
said last mentioned Act, so far as relates to such Church Rates or ro 
Cesses; BE it therefore further Enacted, That the aforesaid Pro- 
vision contained in the said Act passed in the fifty-fourth year of 
His present Majesty, so far as the same restrains the Justice or justices 
from giving judgment on the merits of the said complaint, on such 
notice or notices being given to such Justice or Justices as aforesaid 
shall stand and be and is hereby repealed; and that it shall and may 
be lawful to and for such Justice and Justices, on such complaint 
made to them or him, as in the said last mentioned in part recited Act 
mentioned, to receive hear and determine the merits of every or any 
such complaint, and otherwise proceed as in manner therein provided 
and authorized, notwithstanding any such notice or notices shall be 
or shall have been given to such Justice or Justices, and as if the said 
Proviso had not been inserted in the said last mentioned Act; and 
that if the validity of any such Church Rate or Cess shall be or shall 
have been disputed in any Ecclesiastical Court before the complaint 
aforesaid shall have been lodged with such Justice or Justices, and ' 
such Justice or Justices shall have received notice thereof in writing, 
together with a true copy of the proceedings or sentence in such 
Ecclesiastical Court, before such Justice or Justices shall have made 
and published his or their order or orders for payment of what shall 
appear to him or them to be due and payable in respect of such Rate 
or Cess, or if at any time before any such order shall be made, it shall 
be insisted on, and signified in writing signed by the Person or Persons 
complained against, that he or they at the time or times of appointing 
such Rate or Cess, was not or were not owner or owners of the house 
or houses, or lands or tenements, in respect whereof he or they is 
or are or shall be sought to be charged with such Rate of Cess, or 
that the said hsnse, houses, lands or tenements, is not or are not 

situate 
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12 situate within such Parish or Union, or all edged Parish or Union, and 
the truth of any such written plea or defence shall be verified by the 
affidavit of some Person or Persons made and sworn before a J ustice 
or Justices of the Peace, and delivered to the Justice or Justices 
before whom such complaint shall have been or shall be lodged, 
together with such matter plea or defence, then and in every case 
such Justice or Justices shall forbear to give Judgment on any such 
complaint; provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall 
extend, or be construed to extend, to alter or interfere with the Juris- 
diction of Ecclesiastical Courts, touching any Church Rate or Parish 
Cess, or any proceedings to enforce the same. 

AND whereas in the first year of the reign of his late Majesty Recovery of 

... Tythes. 

King George the Second, an Act was passed in Ireland, intituled, 

“ An Act for the more easy recovery of Tythes and other Eccle- 
“ siastical dues of small value;” which Act was at first temporary, 

13 but was, by several subsequent Acts of Parliament in Ireland, from 
time to time continued, and was at length made perpetual by an Act 
of Parliament made and passed in Ireland in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth years of the reign of His present Majesty ; by which said 
Act it is amongst other things enacted and provided, That where any 
person or persons complained of, for substracting or withholding any 
such Tythes or other dues as aforesaid shall, before the Justices of the 
Peace to whom such complaint is made, insisting upon any prescrip- 
tion composition or modus decimandi, agreement or title, whereby 
he she or they may or ought to be freed from payment of the said 
Tythes or other dues in question, and deliver the same in writing to 
the said Justices of the Peace, subscribed by him her or them, and 
shall then give to the party complaining reasonable and sufficient 
security, to the satisfaction of such Justices, to pay all such costs and 

1 4 damages as upon a trial at law, to be had for that purpose in any of 
His Majesty’s courts having cognizance of that matter, shall be given 
against him her or them, in case the said prescription or composition 
or modus decimandi shall not upon the said trial be allowed, that in 
that case the said Justices of the Peace shall forbear to give any judg- 
ment on the matter : And whereas in consequence of such provision 
the object of the said last mentioned Act has been in a great measure 
defeated and eluded, by reason of litigious persons liable by law to 
the payment of such Tythes or other dues as therein mentioned, in- 
sisting on exemptions from payment of Tythes or other dues without 
just or lawful cause : And whereas in that part of the United Kingdom 
called Ireland there is no remedy, by action at law, for the recovery 
of the value of any Tythes or dues in arrear or substracted ; BE it 
therefore Enacted, That the Justice or Justices of the Peace respec- 

15 tively to whom such complaint shall have been or shall be made, shall 
not forbear to give judgment in the said matter, or on such complaint 
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as in the said last in part recited Act is mentioned, unless at the time 
of delivering if every such writing subscribed by such person or 
persons to such Justice or Justices as aforesaid, an affidavit in writing 
made and sworn before a Justice or Justices of the Peace shall also 
be delivered to such Justice or Justices as aforesaid, verifying to the 
best of the knowledge and belief of the person or persons making the 
same, the truth of such writing or writings, and that such person or 
persons is or are or was or have been advised, and believe, that such 
prescriptions, composition, agreement, title or modus decimandi, is or 
are a legal and sufficient defence against the payment of such Tythes, 
Offerings or other Ecclesiastical dues. 

And he it further Enacted, in order to the more easy and expedi- 
tious collecting of Church Rates and Parish Cesses, That it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the Churchwardens, and the major part of 
the Inhabitants in vestry of any Parish or Union, to allow and assess iS 
Such sum or sums as they shall think fit, not exceeding 

in the pound of every sum and sums of such Church 
Rates or Parish Cesses actually collected and received, and paid to the 
Churchwardens of such respective Parishes or Unions, as and for the 
Salary and Allowance of a Collector in such Parishes or Unions re- 
pectively, duly empowered by such Churchwardens to receive and 
collect every such Church Rate or Parish Cess; provided however 
that nothing in this present Act mentioned shall extend to release 
any Churchwarden or Churchwardens from his or their responsibility 
in respect of the levying and collecting of any Church Rate or Paro- 
chial Cess. 

And be it further Enacted, That no person or persons who shall 
refuse or neglect, by the space of next a f ter 

demand made thereof, to pay any sum of money duly assessed and 
applotted to be paid by him, as and for any Parish Rate or Cess, shall 
be admitted to vote at any vestry of the Parish or Union in which 
such Assesment shall have been made, until he shall pay the same. 

And be it further Enacted, That all and singular the Rates and 1? 
Cesses made and imposed, and to be made and imposed at vestry 
as aforesaid, shall and may be recovered in such and the same manner 
as Rates and Cesses for the rebuilding or repairing of Parish Churches 
or Chapels is and are recoverable, and may be recovered by the laws 
and statutes now in force in that part of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, called Ireland. 

AND whereas there has been great neglect and remissness in re- 
spect of the collection and payment to the Trustees and Commis- 
sioners of the First Fruits of Ecclesiastical Benefices in Ireland , of the 
several sums or Instalments of Loans made by the said Trustees and 

Commissioners 
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Commissioners on the faith of Parochial Assessments for the repay- 
ment of such Loans, and in many instances such sums or instal- 
ments have been wholly omitted to be applotted ; FOR Remedy 
thereof, BE it further Enacted, That every .1 nstalment of any Loan 
made or to be made by the Trustees and Commissioners of the First 
18 Fruits, for the erection enlarging or rebuilding of any Church or 
Chapel, shall be applotted on the Inhabitants of every such parish or 
place separately, and by a distant Applotment from the Applqtment 
of any other Rates or Cesses ; and that if any such Instalment is or 
shall be in the whole or in part in arrear, and has not or shall not 
have been duly raised paid and satisfied, within the space of 

days next after the first day of July in any year, wherein 
the same was or shall be due and ought to have been paid to the Trus- 
tees and Commissioners of the First Fruits, according to the true in- 
tent and meaning of the Act of Parliament made in the forty-ninth 
year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to 
“ amend an Act made in the last Session of Parliament, for making 
provision for the building and rebuilding of Churches, Chapels and 
« Glebe Houses in Ireland ,” it shall and may be lawful to and for 
the Archbishop or Bishop of the Diocese wherein the parish or place 
is or shall be situate, in which it has been or shall be proposed and 
intended that any such Church or Chapel shall be erected, enlarged 
or rebuilt, or in which such Church or Chapel shall have been or 

19 shall be erected enlarged or rebuilt, and he and they are hereby en- 
joined and required, immediately after the passing of this Act, and so 
on from time to time immediately after the expiration of 

next after the in any year 

wherein such Instalment or Instalments ought to have been paid or 
ou<dvt to be paid, pursuant to the provision of the said last-mentioned 
in part recited Act, to certify from time .to time under his hand ar- 
chiepiscopal or episcopal seal (and vrhose certificate shall be final 
and conclusive in that behalf) the amount of the sum or instalment, 
•sums or instalments so then in arrear, and to cause such certificate 
to be lodged with the proper officer in the office of the Treasurer’s 
Remembrancer of tire Court of Exchequer iu Ireland , there to remain 
of record ; who within the space of days next 

after the receipt thereof shall and he is hereby required to deliver or 
cause to be delivered a true copy thereof, attested by such officer, 
together with an order of the said Court, which order the said 

20 Court of Exchequer is hereby authorized and required to make 

on production of such certificate as aforesaid, for the collection of 
the sum and sums so to be certified, (and for which entry, order 
and copy, shall be paid the fee of and no 

more) to the Sheriff or Sheriffs of the County, County of a City, or 
County of the Town wherein the Church or Chapel erected enlarged 
or rebuilt, or proposed to be erected enlarged or rebuilt, withinsuch 
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parish or place, is or shall be situate, or is or shall be proposed to be 
situate; and every such Sheriff and Sheriffs shall, and he and they 
are hereby required, forthwith on receipt thereof, to issue his or their 
warrant under his or their hand and seal of office, to some known 
Constable or Constables, or to such person or persons as shall then 
be empowered to collect any monies presented by the Grand Jury 
of the County of a City, County of a Town, or County at large, in 
which the said Church or Chapel is or shall be, or is or shall be pro- 
posed to be situate, at the discretion of such Sheriff, authorizing such 
Constable or Constables, Collector or Collectors, to collect, applot 
and levy, on and from the Inhabitants or Landholders of the parish 21 
or place wherein such Church or Chapel is or shall be situate, or 
wherein it has been or shall be proposed and intended that such Church 
or Chapel should or shall be erected enlarged or rebuilt, the sum and 
sums appearing by such certificate or certificates respectively to be 
due and in arrear as aforesaid, together with interest for the same, at 
the rate of by the hundred by the year, to 

be computed from the date of every such certificate, together with the 
Sheriff’s and Receiver’s fees, at the rate of 
for every pound sterling of the sum or sums so certified ; 
thereof to and for the use of the Sheriff, and thereof 

to be retained by such Constable or Constables, Collector or Collectors 
respectively, as and for his and their pains and trouble in levying, 
collecting, and receiving such sums and instalments respectively j 
which poundage and allowance shall be in lieu of all Sheriffs’ and 
Collectors’ fees or poundage. 

And be it further Enacted, That within days next 22 

after the receipt of such warrant, on every which warrant shall be 
indorsed by every such Sheriff the true time of delivering thereof to 
such Constable or Constables, Collector or Collectors, or the person 
or persons to whom the same shall be directed, shall cause notice 
thereof in writing to be given to the Inhabitants and Landholders of 
such parish or place, by posting the same on the door of the Parish 
Church or Chapel, or on some other public and conspicuous place 
within the said parish or place ; and by serving a counterpart or true 
copy thereof on one of the Churchwardens or Householders of the 
said parish or place, and in case within next after 

the posting of such notice or notices, an Applotment of the sum and 
sums so certified as aforesaid, signed by the Minister or Curate, and 
Churchwarden or Churchwardens of such parish or place, shall be 
delivered to such Constable or Constables, Collector or Collectors to 
whom the said warrant or warrants shall have been directed ; such 
Constable or Constables, Collector or Collectors shall forthwith pro- 23 
ceed to levy the sums so applotted, with such interest poundage and 
allowance as aforesaid, from the respective Inhabitants and Land- 
holders 
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holders of such parish or place, according to the said Applotment, 

(demand being first made of the amount thereof) by distress and sale 
of the goods and chattels of the respective persons mentioned in the 
said Applotment ; but in case no such Applotment shall have been so 
delivered within the space of rt shall 

and maybe lawful to and for such Constable and Constables, Collector 
and Collectors, and he and they are hereby required, then forthwith 
to applot the sum and sums so certified as aforesaid on the Inhabitants 
or Landholders of such parish or place respectively, and forthwith 
after such Applotment shall be so made, oath being first made by such 
Constable or Constables, Collector or Collectors, before one of His 
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace of the County, County of a City or 
County of a Town wherein such Church or Chapel is or are or shall 
be, or is or are or shall be proposed to be situate (which oath every 
such Justice is hereby empowered to administer) that such last men- 
tioned Applotment has been fairly and equally made to the best of the 
Deponent’s judgment and belief, it shall and may be lawful to and for 
such Constable and Constables, Collector and Collectors, and he and 
they are hereby required, to levy and collect the sum and sums which 
shall have been so applotted as last mentioned, with such interest 
poundage and allowance as aforesaid, from the respective Inhabitants 
or Landholders of such parish or place, according to the said last 
mentioned Applotment, (demand being first made thereof) by distress 
and sale of the goods and chattels of the respective persons named in 
the said last mentioned Applotment, rendering the overplus in either 
of the said cases to the person or persons whose goods and chattels 
shall be so distrained. 

And be it further Enacted, That the sum and sums so in any such To be paid 
manner as aforesaid to be applotted, and the Interest thereof as afore- sheriff. “* 
said, shall, by every such Constable or Constables, Collector or Col- 
5 lectors as aforesaid, be paid over forthwith when and as received by 
him or them, to the Sheriff or Sheriffs whose warrant shall have so 
issued ; and that every such Sheriff shall pay the same, when and as 
received by him, to the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
Ireland , to the credit of the Trustees and Commissioners of the First 
Fruits of Ecclesiastical Benefices. 

And be it further Enacted, That every such Distress shall be in the p er f 0 ns a g - 
nature of an Execution irrepleviable ; provided, however, that in case JSSSi'S* 
any person or persons shall think him or herself aggrieved by reason 
of any act or thing to be done in pursuance of any such warrant, it for relief, 
shall be lawful for him and them to petition the said Court of Ex- 
chequer for relief, at the Revenue side thereof, who may make such 
order therein as shall be fit ; and in case the proper officer of the 
said Court of Exchequer, or any such Sheriff, Constable, or Collector 

1336. c as 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 10 ) 

"*• "»*«**, tope, for™ any such actor 
° V ! K ° ,s or are '^eby required to do and perform as 
aforesaid, and more especially if any such Constable or Collector as 
aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect, by the space of 

Counting to 6 reCCiP ‘ ° f “ y SUm ” SUmS 80 t0 be a Pplotted, a6 
<o pay the same tothe Sheri, or Sheriffs w(lose 

sMI omTto “ y r heriffOT S ‘ leriffS - ‘ ,avinS same, 

or neglect to pay the same at or before the expiration of 
las er their office, to the Governor and Company of the BaT of 

tltotaM Court CrCdit ° f ? Said Tr " SleeS Commissioners, 
said Court, on any complaint made, shall and may make such 

summary order for and i„ respect of every such negta a„d t 
compel the performance of any and every such act payment’ or duty 
and to enforce the same by Attachment and Fine agist the party or 

£ ^ts air 

L of ohm b y such non-payment or neglect, or breach of duty, 
and of obtaining and enforcing such order, as shall be fit ; which safd 

Court \ h ' S abs “ Ce an y ° f the Barons of the said 

Court, may hear and determine the matter of everv such Com a, 
plaint, and make such order as aforesaid, whose order in tl, 7 

-es shall he of the same force and ^ ^ C ZoZ 
in hke manner to all mtents and purposes, as if made by the said 
Court of Exchequer, and be deemed and taken to be thLrdTof 

the Cl l eU j re SUm ° r ™ mS S ° a PP lotted . have bond fide paid to 
be Churchwardens or Churchwarden of any such parish or place the 
Sum or Sums so applotted on him or them, the Receipt or Receipts 
uly stamped of such Churchwarden or Churchwardens shall be 
received and accepted by such Constable or Collector as aforesaid as 
a payment and discharge of the sum or sums payable under and bv 
virtue of any such Applotment as aforesaid, and mentioned in such aS 
Receipts respectively; and the Churchwardens or Churchwarden to 
whom any such payment shall have been made, shall be liable to pay 



AND 
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AND -whereas by an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland, in Leases, 
the thirty-ninth year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, 

“ An Act to enable all Ecclesiastical Persons and Bodies, Rectors 
“ Vicars and Curates, and Impropriators, and those deriving by from 
ct or under them, to recover a just Compensation for the Tythes 
“ withheld from them, in the years one thousand seven hundred and 
“ ninety-seven, and one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, 

“ against such persons, as were liable to the same,” it was among 
other things provided, that all Leases or Demises of Tythes, which 
should be made or executed at any time after the passing of the said 

29 Act, by any person or persons who was or were himself or themselves 
entitled to such Tythes solely by virtue of a lease or leases executed 
to him or them by Ecclesiastical Persons or Bodies, Rectors Vicars 
and Curates or Impropriators, other than leases or demises of the 
Tythes to the actual occupiers of the lands subject and liable to the 
payment of the Tythes demised, should be utterly null and void: 

And whereas doubts may be entertained whether, under the said 
provision of the said Act, persons are not incapacitated to make such 
leases, though bound so to do under and by virtue of covenants made 
and entered into before the passing of the said Act, to the great injury 
and oppression of the persons entitled to the benefit of the said cove- 
nants ; FOR the removal of the said doubts, BE it therefore Enacted, 

That nothing in the said Act shall extend, or be taken to extend, to 
make null and void any Lease of Tythes made or extended, or hereafter 
to be made and executed under and by virtue of any covenant which 
was bona fide made and entered into previous to the passing of the 

30 said Act, nor to incapacitate any person or persons from making 
and executing any lease or leases in pursuance of such Covenant as 
aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That all and every the Magistrates who t0 bc 
appointed and to be appointed in and for the Police District of the t a be 

Metropolis, shall be deemed and taken to be Justices of the Peace in Peace, 
and for the County and County of the City of Dublin, duly qualified, 
to all intents and purposes, so far as relates to the executing and 
carrying into effect this present Act, and the aforesaid several Acts of 
Parliament hereinbefore in part recited. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Action or Suit be sued or Limitation of 
prosecuted against any Justice, Incumbent, Churchwarden, Constable, 

Collector or other Person or Persons, for or by reason of his her or 
their doing any act matter or thing in pursuance or execution of this 
present Act, or of the said in part recited Acts, or any of them, or any 
Act or Acts of Parliament for the recovery of Church Rates Tythes 
or Parochial Cesses, the same shall be commenced within 
3-1 calendar months next after the alleged cause or causes of Action or 
Suit shall have accrued-; and that any such Justice, Incumbent, 

gg6. D Churchwarden 
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Churchwarden, Constable, Collector or other Person or Persons may in 
I..S her or their justification and defence plead the General Issue, and 
give this Act and the special matter in evidence, without specially 
pleading the same; and if any Replevin shall be brought for any 
Cattle Goods or Chattels seized or taken by virtue or in pursuance 
of this present Act, in cases where a Replevin is permitted, or of the 
said Acts or any of them, it shall and may be lawful and sufficient to 
and for any such Justice, Incumbent, Churchwarden, Constable, Col- 
lector or other Person who shall be Defendant or Defendants, Avowant 
or Avowants, in any such Replevin, such to avow plead or make 
conuzance generally, that he or they took the same Cattle Goods or 
Chattels as a Distress, by reason of the non-payment of the Ministers 
Dues, Church Rates, Parish Cesses or Tythes, as the case may be, by 
force of the Statute in that case made and provided, and by virtue of a 
warrant in that behalf duly made, in cases where a warrant shall have 32 
been granted, without setting forth moreparticularly the cause of making 
or detaining the said Distress or Distresses, or more particularly de- 
scribing the Act of Parliament or warrant in that behalf made, or 
making any other or more special Plea Avowry or Conuzance, any- 
thing hereinbefore contained to the contrary notwithstanding: Provided 

always, That nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed 
to extend to prevent or hinder any of the said Justices of the Peace 
Sheriffs, Churchwardens, or other Officer or Officers, from having such 
protection against troublesome or contentious suits prosecuted and to be 
prosecuted against them, for or in respect of the lawful execution of his 
or their offices, as they can or may have by and under the Act made 
in Ireland, in the tenth year of his late Majesty King Charles the First, 
intituled, “ An Act for ease in pleading against troublesome and con- 
“ tentious Suits prosecuted against Sheriffs, Justices of the Peace 
“ Majors. Constables, and certain other officers, for the lawful 
“ execntion of their office,” or by any other Act of Parliament now ” 
in force; and that nothing in this present Act contained shall extend 
or he construed to extend to enable any person or persons to vote at 
any vestry or vestries, or on any matter or subject there to be treated 
of, who is or are or shall be, by any Law or Statute now in force 
disqualified from voting at vestries generally, or on any particular 
subject or matter at such vestry or vestries. 

Provided alwa ys. and it further Enacted, That nothing in this 

o»ly. Act contained shall extend or be construed to extend to any part of 

the United Kingdom, except that part of the United Kingdom called 
Ireland, 

Public Ac. And be it further Enacted, That this Act shall be deemed and taken 
to be a Public Act, and be judicially noticed as such, without bein" 
specially pleaded. 
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